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It is no longer enough that infrastructure

work, that it be constructed on time and 

within budget…or even that it last…it now 

must be SUSTAINABLE.

A New Fact of Life…



We are not without tools to guide 

us…

There are our

– Best Practices

– Statutes and Regulations

– Science and Technology

– Community values and priorities

And there is ENVISION™



Envision™ was developed in joint collaboration between the Zofnass Program for 

Sustainable Infrastructure at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design and 

the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure. 

The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure is a not-for-profit education and 

research organization founded by the American Public Works Association, the 

American Council of Engineering Companies and the American Society of Civil 

Engineers. 



Envision™ is a tool, which itself is part of a larger system, developed to 
help evaluate the sustainability of civil infrastructure.

This system includes:

• A self assessment checklist

• The Envision™ Rating Tool

• A credential program for individuals

• A Project Evaluation and Verification Program

• A Recognition Program for Sustainable Infrastructure

PHASE TOOLKITS COMPANION TOOLS

WHAT IS ENVISION™?



• It applies to civil infrastructure

• It includes design, planning, construction 
and maintenance elements

• It is applicable at any point in an 
infrastructure project's life cycle

• It speaks to the triple bottom line: social, 
economic and environmental goals

• It is designed to keep pace with a 
changing concept of sustainability
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WHAT TYPES OF INFRASTRUCTURE CAN ENVISION™ RATE?

ENERGY

Geothermal

Hydroelectric

Nuclear

Coal

Natural Gas

Oil/Refinery

Wind

Solar

Biomass

WATER

Potable water 
distribution

Capture/Storage

Water Reuse

Storm Water 

Management

Flood Control

WASTE

Solid waste

Recycling

Hazardous 

Waste

Collection & 

Transfer

TRANSPORT

Airports

Roads

Highways

Bikes

Pedestrians

Railways

Public Transit

Ports

Waterways

LANDSCAPE

Public Realm

Parks

Ecosystem 

Services

INFORMATION

Telecommunications

Internet

Phones

Satellites

Data Centers

Sensors
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Bill Bertera, Executive Director

bertera@sustainableinfrastructure.org

(202) 218-6725

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT ENVISION™

sustainableinfrastructure.org


